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“l1 Sing a Song of the Saints of

God...”

Dear Daughters,

As we approach All Saints Day | am filled
with gratitude for all I see in the Order in this
harvest season, especially with the turn of
recent events.

During the passed two months we have
witnessed natural disasters of Biblical propor-
tion. Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma have
blasted the Gulf Coast. Daughters of the King
went into action immediately, helping set up
shelters, preparing food, giving medical
attention, and praying for all those afflicted by
these storms. Some even took evacuees into
their own homes. Province VII President,
Carlene Riley, and husband-priest, Colonel
Gregg Riley, helped organize relief efforts
outside of Monroe, Louisiana. Gregg was
called up to lead the National Guard Chaplains
for 60 days across Louisiana, Alabama and
Mississippi. These two, the Daughters who
assisted, and others from their parish are saints
that will remain in our hearts, and in the hearts
of those they befriended, always.

Diocesan Presidents Pam Leonard of
Mississippi, Julie Slicho of Louisiana, and
Sylvia James of Alabama communicated needs
through e-mail and websites that helped
hundreds of families through these storms.
Province 1V President, Jacque Crosby, and her
board set aside a special fund to meet the needs
of Daughters hit hardest in their province. As |
write to you, Florida has just been hit again.
Saints of God in action!

We have witnessed other saints around the
world doing marvelous work. Missionary
Esther Miller in Malawi has been such an
example of Prayer, Service, and Evangelism
that 26 new chapters have now been instituted
in Malawi in the last 24 months. Praise God!

DOK Martha Macdonald in Jerusalem has
not only begun the work of introducing our
Order to the women of Christ Church, but also
has taken on leadership of the first Bible Study
Fellowship group in the Holy Land. Andrea
Evans of St. John the Divine, Houston, will
continue our DOK efforts there after Christmas
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when Martha returns to the USA. Praise
God for these saints!

Let us not forget our new sisters in
such places as Japan and Germany, and
now the first chapter in Trinidad as well!
Keep in prayer our only chapter in Cuba —
women who are doing courageous work in
the face of great adversity. Also, Dr.
Deborah Ajakaiye continues to plant new
chapters across Africa in her journeys to
Nigeria, Ghana, and Kenya. Praise God!

Special thanks in my heart goes to
Kathy Wohnoutka, Roman Catholic
Representative, who helped us form our Jr.
DOK chapter here at Down Home Ranch
this summer. Kathy’s Jr. chapter became
“big sisters” to our young ladies. On Aug.
13 our girls were installed at St. Justin
Martyr Catholic Church in Houston, with
Fr. Tom Rafferty officiating. They chose
the name: The Little Daughters of the
Good Shepherd. They were so proud to say
their vows, and wear their crosses. This is
the first chapter for those with mental
disabilities. Truly they are saints of God!

As | get e-mails and notes from many
of you throughout the year, | am thrilled to
see the ministries our Lord has called you
to live into. From leading worship at the
women’s prison, to taking communion to
the hospitals, to forming new Bible Study
classes, to leading Alpha at women’s
halfway houses, to stitching Prayer Bears
for soldiers in harm’s way, to welcoming
the strangers into your congregations each
Sunday, to befriending the least of those
among us — | am blessed by each of you.
As the hymn says, “They lived not only in
ages past, there are hundreds of thousands
still........ ” Praise God!

May God bless each of you this All
Saints, grant you a Holy Advent, and a
glorious Christmas Season.

In gratitude and love,
For His Sake,
Sharon
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The Long Haul

The detective novels that | read from
time to time remind me that most police
work has little to do with exciting car
chases, exploding buildings, and prolonged
gunfights. Most of it is quiet routine,
reading reports, pounding the pavement,
asking questions, sifting through endless
details. It’s more like Law and Order than
one of the Die Hard movies. In one of my
novels | came across a great line: “No one
unwilling to be bored has ever achieved
anything grand.”

That would make a good motto for
Christians. Not that the Christian faith is
boring — anything but. However, let’s face
it, most of our lives as Christians looks
pretty humdrum. It’s not like a Wagnerian
opera punctuated by bolts of lightening and
crashes of thunder with stirring martial
music playing in the background. Add to all
this the fact that Jesus told us to practice our
piety in secret (our prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving — see Matthew 6:1-18) and some
might say it looks boring.

New Christians are usually excited by
the immediacy of it all — the wonderful
changes that take place when they give their
lives to the Lord, the breathtaking joy they
find in Scripture and Sacrament, the new
sisters and brothers they accumulate, and
their fresh vision of the dramatic struggle
against the world, the flesh, and the Devil.

But | often wonder if we prepare them
adequately for the long haul — the discipline
of devotion, the fact that growth is difficult
(not to mention dangerous) to measure. Just
putting one foot in front of another over and
over again isn’t very dramatic or exciting.

One of the most haunting phrases that
Jesus ever uttered comes in the context of
sending the disciples out as “sheep among
wolves.” “The one who endures to the end
will be saved,” he says. And an old hymn to
the Holy Spirit prays: “Breathe on me,
Breath of God, until my heart is pure, until
with thee I will one will, to do or to endure.”

In one sense, our discipleship is much
like marriage. You’ll recall that when a

couple stands before the altar, we extract a
promise from them that’s worded in the future
tense, “l will.” Not Hollywood’s “I do.”

We know they do; that’s why they’re
there, but marriage won’t last very long
unless they will. Only when the going gets
tough and married life settles into something
of a routine can its true quality be measured.

But appearances can be deceiving.
Looked at from another angle, this long-term
daily faithfulness of a follower of Jesus in
apparently unremarkable circumstances is one
of the most exciting things that can be imag-
ined. Though it may not look like it, in reality
it’s a fierce battle being waged against
boredom and despair. What makes its appear-
ance deceiving is that it’s being waged in
super slow motion.

Endurance is anything but boring. It’s
simply the living out of our original intentions
over a long period of time. And its being done
without a visible audience.

The Bible was written in an agrarian
culture, for people who danced to the rhythms
of the earth. They understood that soil must
be prepared, seed sown, and extreme patience
exercised in waiting for the crop to mature.
Our instant culture — instant communication,
instant food, instant gratification of all our
desires — makes it hard for us to comprehend
the slower rhythms of reality. We long for
people to be sincere. Nothing wrong with
that. But sincerity can be measured in a
moment. Endurance is the discipline of a
lifetime.

Every culture needs its heroines and
heroes, those people whom seem to be a bit
larger than life. And, thank God, the Church
has plenty of them. But don’t look for your
heroes and heroines in the headlines of a
Christian tabloid, breathing heavily after the
conquest of some spiritual Everest. Rather
look for those in whom we can see a lifetime
of faithful endurance - often in the shadows -
but never removed from the Light.

FHS
William C. Frey
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Trees and People

Trees do not all loose their leaves;

Some turn dry brown and hang on the branches till early spring,
to be kicked off by the buds of new life.

Some withstand the frost of winter simply because they are evergreens.

Then there are the ones that have shaded us all summer beneath lush green canopies;
who now give us one brilliant good bye.
Flashing colors of gold, red, yellow, orange, and burgundy
with a hint of purple in the distance.

Remember me; | shall return — new — vibrant — alive.

People — we’re the same
Some hang on; dry, resisting change.
Some are ““ever’” growing, “‘ever’ sharing, “ever’ learning.
Some are brilliant — full of grace — full of life — canopies of love spread over your life.
A hint of life to come!

Called to Share My Gift

We are all called to be women of prayer and service to God and the Church. Sisters, are
you called to render your gift to enhance our time together at Triennial 2006? \Volunteers are
needed to minister to all. Please complete the form below and mail to Carol Gaskill. You
may also respond by E-mail. Notification of assignment will be made by June 1, 2006.

For His Sake, Carol

Sharing My Glft Deadline: May 1, 2006
Mail to: Carol Gaskill, Devotions/ Worship Chair

918E 225th St, Apt. 3R
Bronx, NY 10466-4648

Name.

Address:

City, State, Zip Code:

Phone: e-mail
lama

UDaughter QJr Daughter ULayperson WBishop OPriest WDeacon

I am willing to serve as

a Chalice bearer (| Healing Team Member

a Spiritual Director a Acolyte/Server

a Lector a Prayers of the People

a Usher a Altar Guild (from local chapters)
a

Lead Morning Prayer (6:30 a.m. Thursday, Friday, & Saturday)

Fall 2005
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DALS IN THE
ORDER—

In our Order the number of Daughters-
at-Large is growing, in part due to the
wonderful work of those ladies appointed to
be DAL chairs in dioceses and provinces.
These chairs maintain lists of DALS in their
region and use a variety of means to keep in
touch. Although I cannot tell you about all
of them, | offer a few examples.

Jackie Williams in Province VIII has a
DAL weblist for prayer. In Province Il Rita
Ferris maintains contact several times a
year by e-mail, telephone, and letter. Clara
Lepore in Province IV has built a database
of DALSs to make it easier to stay con-
nected. Two chairs group DALS by zip code
and then send their names and location
information to the chapters nearest them for
“adoption”. Sharon Stills, at the Margaret
Franklin Center, responds daily to DALS’
questions as well as entering change of
address information. Nancy Adams, the
DAL chair of Province V, has created an e-
mail contact list of DALs known as The
Prayer Warriors to help DALSs maintain
their vow of prayer. Those of you not
mentioned: PLEASE tell me how you are
caring for your DALSs.

Another reason that the list of DALSs is
lengthening is the movement of members
into other churches. Any Daughter who
leaves the Episcopal, Roman Catholic, or
Lutheran Church to attend a church outside
the apostolic succession group becomes a
Daughter-at-Large. One of my greatest
concerns is that she may lose contact with
the Order and thus be dropped. Chapter
presidents and others, please report these
changes to Sharon Stills and me; we do not
want to lose these precious Daughters.

Growth requires strengthened infra-
structure. How can we build the connectors
to support this growth? Here | want to share
with you some material included in Clara
Lepore’s recent report to the Province IV
leadership:

\
To Daughters-at-Large :

You are not
alone!

'
Now that you are at a church that does not
have a Chapter, assume responsibility for
yourself. Write to National and tell them of the
change in your status. Ask for the names of the
Provincial and Diocesan presidents and let
them know where you are and that you are
interested in being active. Do pay your dues
and attend meetings and

WEAR YOUR CROSS

Remember that your prayer is your number
one service and you do not need to be ina
chapter to do your praying. Pray for all the
officers, Diocesan, Provincial, and National.
Prav for your priest.

WEAR YOUR CROSS

Service directly to your priest is most fulfilling.
Offer to head a prayer chain and let your priest
know that he can contact you any time of
the day or night and you will be the first
contact and responsible to pass on the needs.

WEAR YOUR CROSS

In service to organizations in the church,
always do it as a Daughter of the King. You
might serve as chaplain to the ECW and read
prayers from the handbook.

WEAR YOUR CROSS

Keep copies of “Who We Are, What We do”
available at church.

WEAR YOUR CROSS
Take on a card ministry. Get Well Cards,
Anniversaries, Sympathy, New babies,
Birthdays, Weddings, etc.

WEAR YOUR CROSS

Continue to support the funds of the Order and

pay dues on time.
/

N
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(DALs in the Order,
continued)

God is blessing our Order with growth
among His DALs. We must care for them,
connect them to the larger body, and help
them live their vows. Please share how
your chapter, diocese, and province are
linking, our scattered sisters to established
chapters and one another.

In His love and FHS,

Jean Marani

jeanmdok@aol.com

3011 N. Meridian Rd., Tallahassee, FL
32312

850/385-5785 FAX 850+385-9959

Master’s Fund
Applications

This has been an unusual Fall in Missis-
sippi. The main events were hurricanes
Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Among the storm
results were weeks without communica-
tion—no telephone, no e-mail, no cell phone
service, no electricity, and for too many
days, no water. Then the energy required to
survive and deal with debris removal, house
repairs, and consolation of family, neigh-
bors, and friends was greater than one would
imagine. We are so grateful for the prayers
and concerns of everyone who knew of our
situations. Yes, we are grateful that our
damage was mostly wind related with fallen
trees on houses and streets. The Lord did not
send rain for weeks so that clean up could
move ahead.

If you have not heard from me, assume
that I did not receive your message. Phones
would indicate to the caller that they were
ringing normally, but there was no ring and
no service at the other end. E-mail messages
are still floating in cyberspace somewhere
and may find their way to me in the future.
Mail may still be sitting somewhere other
than its real destination. UPS and FED EX

Fall 2005

deliveries are often misrouted. | have no idea
how many communications have missed.
Please try again; effective public services are
slowly returning.

Look for the new applications on our
web site, www.dok-national.org. Applica-
tions will also be sent to Financial Officers at
our Seminaries. Renewal applications will be
mailed or faxed to current recipients. Please
do not allow them to get lost in Christmas
mail. The funds used to award scholarships
are available and hopefully will be adequate
to meet the requests. Thank you for continu-
ing to support The Master’s Fund.

Several requests have been made for
Education for Ministry tuition. The National
Council has decided that only one of the four
years can be supported since this program
generally develops personal knowledge
rather than preparing one for service to the
church. Few applications are being received
for Continuing Education Grants. These may
be awarded to members of The Order for
experiences that will enhance their ability to
serve God and His church. Let us hear from
you.

The DOK National Council would like
to publish the names of those receiving
Master’s Fund scholarships in The Royal
Cross. The new application forms request
permission to publish names and seminaries
being attended.

Remember to pray for Masters Scholars
on Ember Days. If you know someone
receiving a scholarship, send cards and notes
of encouragement to them often.

Application Deadline:

February 1, 2006
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Grace—
Amazing Grace

For the law was given through Moses; but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)
Grace and Peace to you!

One of my favorite saints is Monnica,
mother of Augustine of Hippo. Monnica was
a Christian woman who married a pagan,
whom she converted to Christianity. They
had three children, of whom the most
famous was her eldest child Augustine. In
spite of her steadfast prayers Augustine was
a wild, immoral youth, and he got worse in
his adult years before he got better. Yet
Monnica stayed steadfast in her prayers, and
when her son finally had an encounter with
Jesus his wicked ways disappeared. He
became one of the great theologians and
saints of all times. Augustine ascribed his
conversion to the example and devotion of
his mother: “She never left me out of her
prayers that you, O God, might say to the
widow’s son, “Young man, I tell you, arise.””*

Monnica and her son entered a state of
grace. They knew that one’s relationship to
God is determined not by merit “by the
works of the law” but by faith in Christ as
the revealer of God’s merciful love and
forgiveness. That grace came through Jesus
Christ and still transforms lives.

When our lives are transformed we are
there to help others: through prayer; through
church and agencies for those in need;
through giving to our Self Denial fund for
missionaries, or to our Master’s Fund for
those studying to do God’s work in the
world. Did you know Daughters offered their
homes to other Daughters in the wake of
Katrina?

I am amazed and joyful at the outpour-
ing of love and help in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ! As we are transformed by
grace, we go into the world teaching and
praying in the name of our Lord, and others
are transformed! Not by following the law,
but through transformed hearts and souls,
they experience God’s grace for themselves.

My prayer today is this: I love you Lord,
for your amazing grace, which transforms

lives. Amen. FH,
Sally Nichols

* Celebrating the Saints.
Morehouse Publishing

Triennial Tidbits

As you plan for Triennial, the following
breakdown of the basic expenses may be
helpful.

" We have calculated the cost of Triennial
based on the occupancy of one to four
Daughters per guest room. The costs of
hotel, registration fee and food package
are:

4 nights/one person $843.32
4 nights/two persons each $609.16
4 nights/three persons each $531.12
4 nights/four persons each $492.08

X Optional costs:
The Holy Land Experience Tour
$31.00
Round trip shuttle fee from the
airport to the hotel (w/coupon)
$25.00

A discount coupon for the airport shuttle
will be printed in the next Royal Cross.

X Triennial begins Wednesday, July 5,
2006, with provincial dinners. A session
will be offered earlier at 5 p.m. that day
for discussion of proposed bylaw amend-
ments for any interested Daughters. A
Triennial schedule will be published in a
future Royal Cross.

¥ The hotel’s name is now the Buena Vista
Palace. This has no effect on our Trien-
nial meeting. We will meet in the same
location at the same rates as originally
agreed. We have reprinted the hotel
reservation form on the opposite page.
The only change is in the name and in
the 800 number for internal reservations.

Questions? Please contact Deborah
Tischler at 505-323-4098 or e-mail her at
DATischler@msn.com.

Deborah Tischler

The Royal Cross, Vol. 73 (3)



Buena Vista Palace
Resort & Spa

O P FIOCIAL
T DISNEY .

T E L

S

We look forward to welcoming you to the WYNDHAM PALACE RESORT & SPA. In order to guarantee your reservation,
please enclose a one-night room deposit, including tax, or send us your DISCOVER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN
EXPRESS, CARTE BLANCHE or DINERS CLUB card number, expiration date, and your authorization to billing of
deposit. Reservations received without a deposit will not be confirmed. To reserve a guest room, reservations must be
received by__June 9, 2006 . (Rooms based on group room availability)

The one-night room deposit is $ 117.08 inclusive of tax

MARKET CODE  0702577GC DATES July 4-10, 2006

in the WALT DISNEY WORLD"® Resort

GROUP NAME  The Order of the Daughters of the King

AccoMmopaTions | Single Double Triple Quadruple
GROUP RATES* | $105.00 + Tax $ 105.00 + Tax $ 105.00 + Tax $105.00 + Tax
NO. OF ROOMS
REQUESTED

The above will be honored (3) days prior and (3) days following official group dates listed based on availability. Rate
honored only if booked directly through resort. Your deposit receipt will serve as your confirmation. Deposit refundable if
cancelled at least 3 days prior to arrival.

Share with:

*Number of Adults Children

NAME(S)

ADDRESS PHONE

CITY STATE ZIP

ARRIVAL DAY DATE NUMBER NIGHTS

TYPE OF CREDIT CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE SIGNATURE

SPECIAL REQUESTS

Check in time is after 3:00 PM. Check out time is 11:00 AM. Special requests for suites, adjoining rooms, etc. will be honored whenever possible.

Mail to:
Buena Vista Palace Resort and Spa, Walt Disney World Resort, Lake Buena Vista, Florida 32830-2206
Phone: 407-827-2727 FAX: 407-827-43472 Toll Free: 1-800-994-6597 (ask for Internal Reservations)

Please note: The name of the hotel where Triennial is to be held has changed. We earlier printed a registration

form for the Wyndham Palace Resort; the same hotel is now called the Buena Vista Palace Resort. If you sent in the
previous form, it will be honored. New reservations should use the new name, but the address is the same in all

other respects.

The above form needs to be submitted only by the person who will reserve the hotel room using her credit card
(or check, money order, etc.). Roommates’ names should be included on the form for ease of check-in on day of

arrival.
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“Companions on the Way” -
Offering our Model to Other Denominations

Editor’'s Note: Three years ago the National Council proposed changing the by-laws so that
any group of baptized Christian women could form a chapter of the Order. The delegates were
not of one mind on the issue, and asked the Council to survey the membership and report
back at the next Triennial. The survey form was published in the Royal Cross in the Fall issue
in 2003, and again in the winter issue in 2004. Many Daughters mailed in the questionnaire,
often with comments. It became clear to the Council that the Order was split on this issue, and
therefore the proposal was dropped. Instead President Lundgren has proposed that Christian
women who are not eligible to become Daughters in affiliate chapters be invited to use our
model to become “Companions on the Way” with no formal affiliation with the Order. Accord-
ingly when the Council met in Orlando they prepared the following resolution:

*hhkhkkkhkhhkhkhkkikiik

Whereas the Order of the Daughters of the King in the Episcopal, Anglican, Roman
Catholic, and Lutheran (ELCA) churches is dedicated to promoting Prayer, Service, and
Evangelism within the Church, the Body of Christ; and,

Whereas the Order recognizes that faithful groups of Christian women who are not
currently eligible for membership in the Order may still wish to organize and promote the
goals of the Order and live according to the principles of its Rule of Life; and,

Whereas the Order wishes to promote and encourage the formation of such groups in
order to promote the spread of the Gospel and carry out the work of Our Lord Jesus Christ;

be it resolved:

¥ The Order of the Daughters of the King commends these groups already formed accord-
ing to the principles of our Rule of Life and encourages them to call themselves Daugh-
ters of the King, even though they have no formal affiliation with the Order; and,

" Encourages the formation of other such groups throughout the world; and

¥ The Order promises to support such groups through its prayer and, where practicable, its
assistance, recognizing these groups, now known as

“Companions on the Way”

as sister laborers in the work of the Kingdom.

B R R R o R R R R R

The February issue of the Royal Cross will have a complete article about the formation of
these groups - what they can do and cannot do under our offering. A brochure is being
created that will be available with the next Royal Cross, explaining the concept of “Compan-
ions” and how to offer our model to friends in other denominations. You can also refer to the
last Royal Cross, where President Sharon outlined the basic concept in detail.

Please pray for our Lord to bless what He has ordained with the passing of this resolution
by the National Council.

God is good........ all the time.......God is good!

Please remember to mail your Prayer Vigil Forms for
General Convention to Vice President Carol Gaskill

before January 31, 2006. (See her column in the
Summer issue of the Royal Cross for details.)

The Royal Cross, Vol. 73 (3)



And More of the Story...

In the last issue | shared the story of the
Holy Family Chapter in Ashland, Kentucky
and how the Spirit moved to bring forth that
chapter and open the Order to Roman Catho-
lics. That story became part of my journey.

In 1982, | was a charter member of a DOK
Chapter at a small mission Episcopal Church
called Christ the King. The women of the
church had decided to form a Daughters of the
King Chapter shortly after the church was
built. I went along with them, but had no idea
what an incredible journey | was starting. |
just wanted to belong and have friends. My
abusive hushand kept me isolated from my
family, and as a young mother, | was lonely.
The Bishop Benitez Chapter helped me grow
spiritually and the members of that chapter
started to pray me out of my abusive marriage
(a separate story full of miracles!).

Eventually, my husband moved us to
Ascension Episcopal Church. He resented the
Daughters and Ascension did not have a
chapter. Little did he know that in just a
couple of years, God would bring Sharon
Lundgren and other DOKSs from another
nearby church to Ascension, and together we
began the Ascension Chapter. It was 1989, the
same year | was divorced. Again my sisters in
Christ prayed for me and nurtured me through
years of recovery from the trauma of abuse. As
| healed, God led me to a ministry for the
widowed and divorced in Houston. | found
healing gave me the opportunity to help
others. The Roman Catholic Diocese of
Galveston-Houston sponsored the ministry. |
also began to attend Mass — first to be with my
friends, and later because | felt called. |
hesitated to join the Roman Catholic Church
because | thought I would have to give up my
DOK membership. My DOK membership was
a lifeline for me, too precious to leave behind.

Then God surprised me with my sweet
George. We had worked together in the
widowed and divorced ministry for two years,
but I was too busy healing to be interested.
One day, on the nudging of God, all that
changed. We found that our spirituality and
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values were very compatible, and love
followed. At that time I also heeded God’s
call to join the Roman Catholic Church. Yet
I was very quiet about my decision and
continued to attend my Episcopal DOK
meetings.

When Joan Brown, president of Ascen-
sion Chapter, found out, she started point-
ing out small articles in the Royal Cross on
the Roman Catholic movement, written by
Madonna Fischer. | called Madonna and
found out | could be a DOK at large. | was
thrilled! 1 had no intention of starting my
own chapter, as | was very busy with a
demanding new job. Yet Joan and others
kept prodding me to do just that. Finally,
tired saying no, | told them at one meeting
in March, 1996 that | would do it, if God
got three men to agree — my husband,
George; my priest, Father John; and the
Bishop. | knew I was safe because George
was always telling me | was too involved.
He would not agree.

I soon discovered God’s plans and mine
were not in sync! | went home and told
George that the ladies at the meeting
thought I should start a DOK chapter —
“Wasn’t that a crazy idea?” | about fainted
when he said, “Well, no, dear. | think you
should.” Now I had to ask Father John. He
deferred the decision to Carol Polzer, the
Director of Religious Ed at our church,
until our summer evaluation. Unbeknownst
to me, her children were involved in a
program with Sammie Valenti, a beautiful
member of Ascension Chapter. After Carol
watched Sammie’s spiritual witness, she
told Father John we needed the Order at St.
Justin’s. Father John called the Bishop’s
office, and within a matter of minutes, the
Bishop’s assistant called me and wanted to
know how we wanted to be listed in the
Diocesan Directory of Religious Organiza-
tions!

The rest is history, as the Spirit helped
four Senior chapters, one Junior chapter
and a Diocesan Assembly in Houston,

(continued, p. 10)

Kathryn Wohnoutka
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Province VIII Assembly

Our theme for the Province VIII
assembly/retreat was “Finding God in the
Ordinary.” But there was nothing ordi-
nary about watching our beloved chap-
lain, Bishop Jerry Lamb, Diocese of
Northern California, shaking castanets
and bells at the leading of Sisters Helena
Marie and Catherine Grace as Province
VI gathered at Scottsdale, Arizona,
September 16-18. One hundred and five
Daughters from 13 of the 18 dioceses,
plus several members of the National
Council, united in profound spiritual
enlightenment. We discovered that, on a
cosmic scale, nothing on our extraordi-
nary planet is ordinary. All things are
held together at the deepest level by a
mysterious attraction between the sub-
molecular particles. As Christians we
know that all-present and all-powerful
bond to be the love of God.

As Sr. Catherine Grace walked us
through the Genesis story of creation as it
relates to scientific discoveries, the
wonders of our God’s great work filled
our ears and hearts with awe. Sr.Helena
Marie invited us to celebrate ourselves—
His creation, too—with music, motion,
rhythm and praise. Hence, the song,
drums, castanets and dance of all Daugh-
ters and our chaplain. Processions of
jubilation around the lovely court of
roses at the Franciscan Center erupted
with spontaneous joy and exuberance.

Bishop Lamb asked us to pray
specifically for compassion and courage
within our Church. He says wherever he
sees one of our silver crosses, he knows
God’s Holy Spirit is welcomed and is
working.

We found God in the ordinary, we
found that everything is extra-ordinary,
and we were grateful to be a part of that
discovery together.

Julie Wahtola,
Gaye McWade,
Nancy Grandfield

(More of the Story, continued)

grow. Now that you know where | came from
and how much the Order means to me, | want to
share the vision God recently gave me.

I was in Edmond, Oklahoma with Carlene
Riley, Province VII President, to present the
charter to a new chapter. While | was showering
Sunday morning, God gave me a vision. Now |
don’t really think showers are where you are
supposed to get messages from God, but that is
what happened. | was surprised and prayed on
what He showed me all day.

On Monday, the vision became even clearer.
Jesus was the Engineer, his hair flying in the
wind and a look of excitement in his face,
steering a speeding freight train. The Daughters,
behind him, were holding on for dear life as the
train sped down the track. They had mixed
feelings of joy and excitement. Others waved
from the side of the tracks, afraid to get on and
go with Jesus. Afraid of reaching out and of
sharing the Order. Ahead we could see other
Daughters building a barricade of lumber. The
train was headed directly for them and beyond
was a huge open valley — a valley of unlimited
growth. Those on the train knew that only prayer,
unity, and pure love would save the Order. The
only way through the barricade was with Jesus at
the controls.

As | watched the scene, | asked, “What if we
derail?” He showed me the train wrecked, off the
track and on its side. Daughters from the train
were walking away with Jesus, around the
barricade, into the valley — into a new Order. At
that moment, | came back to reality and looked
over at a fountain by the side of the road. | saw a
rainbow — God’s promise to me that He is in
charge, whatever happens. Each day throughout
the week, as | passed the fountain, | looked
again. The sun was shining every day but only on
Monday was there a rainbow.

My question to each of you is, where are
you? Are you following Jesus and keeping the
vow we all took: “Do you promise faithfully to
obey the two Rules of the Order, the Rule of
Prayer and the Rule of Service? To offer at all
times your loyal aid to the clergy and to the
parish to advance the cause of Christ? To wear
habitually the cross of the Order? And to work
for its purposes, as God may give you the
opportunity?” To share the love of Christ with all
women and girls as Margaret Franklin did? This
is my challenge to each of you today.

Kathryn Wohnoutka
The Royal Cross, Vol. 73 (3)



International Chapters

We have continued to experience an
impressive increase of DOK Chapters interna-
tionally, with Chapters instituted now in 15
other countries. We now have a Chapter (St.
Sauveur) in Cayes, Haiti, two new Junior and
one new Senior Chapter in Tegucigalpa,
Honduras, and four new Chapters in Malawi,
five Chapters in Osun, Nigeria, and chapters
in Trinidad and Tobago. We have also been
in contact with ladies in Canada, England,
Israel, Tanzania, and Sudan, all of whom are
interested in starting Chapters in their dio-
ceses and have received the blessings of their
Bishops to do so. | hope to visit both the
British Virgin Islands and Nigeria before the
end of the year to encourage these ladies as
they prepare to become admitted into the
Order.

Below is a list of countries and new
Chapters instituted within the past year. Some
already are linked to US chapters as prayer
partners. Pray for our new Chapters and
Sisters that they too experience the loving,
healing, and blessed presence of our King,
Father, and Redeemer.

Malawi (December 12, 2004)

¥ Christ the King Chapter — Contact:
Grace Msosa

¥ St. Augustine Chapter — Contact: Esnea
Kampango

¥ St. Batromeo Chapter — Contact:
Veleria Tanglae

¥ St. John Chapter — Contact: Anne
Masambo

Honduras ( February 22, 2005)

¥ La Anunciacion de Maria Chapter —
Contact: Maria Elizabeth Neinandez

¥ La Anunciacion de Maria Chapter Jr. —
Same as above

¥ San Juan Evangelista Jr. — Contact:
The Rev. Maria Consuelo de Cartagera

Fall 2005

Brazil ( April 3, 2005)
¥ Ruth Chapter (High Springs, FL) —

Nigeria (April 24, 2005)

" St. Johns Ifon Osun Chapter — Con-
tact: Mrs. Bolanle Olatoye

X St. Johns OKinni Chapter — Contact:
Mrs. Caroline Odewale

®  St. Matthias Chapter — Contact: Mrs.
Julianah Oladoye

" St. Johns OKinni Chapter Jr. — Con-
tact: Mrs. Caroline Odewale

X St. Matthias Chapter Jr. — Contact:
Mrs. Julianah Oladoye

Haiti (June 26, 2005)
" St. Sauveur Chapter — Contact:
Delicat Prephanie

Uganda (September 11, 2005)

X Christ Church Anglican Chapter
(Midland, Texas) — Contact: Gail
Wacker

H  Desert Angels Chapter Jr. (Midland,
Texas) — Contact: Gail Wacker

Trinidad and Tobago (October 23,
2005)

®  St. Matthias Chapter — Contact: Stella
Thomas

Recent International

Outreach

Between August 13 and August 27 |
promoted the Order in new areas and encour-
aged Daughters in established chapters. Here
are some highlights.

I was a guest of Mrs. Abiodun Ojutalayo
(DOK lead contact person in the Southern
Dioceses in Nigeria) and also of a DOK from
Archbishop Vining’s Chapter in Lagos,
Nigeria. We renewed fellowship and |
advised them as they made plans to initiate

(continued, p. 12)
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new Chapters in the other Dioceses in the
vicinity of Lagos.

| contacted Gloria Kwashi and the DOK
from St. Luke’s Chapter in Plateau, Nigeria
and encouraged them in their commitment to
the extension of our Lord’s Kingdom.

| talked to the Bishop of Osun, Bishop
Popoola, and to the President of All Saints
Cathedral Chapter in Osogbo, Mrs. E.
Oyeyemi. At that time they were planning
their Diocesan Assembly in mid-November
and asked me to participate.

They now have six more Senior Chap-
ters and five more Junior Chapters in five
parishes/towns in the Osun Diocese. These
have been formed since the previous five new
Chapters (3 Senior and 2 Junior) were
instituted recently (please see above list of
new Chapters). | presented the Charter
certificates and crosses to these new Chapters
during my visit to the DOK Osun Diocesan
Assembly on November 19.

Deborat Ajakarye

International
Prayer Partners

This past August 2005, 38 DOK chapters
(19 pairs), half from the United States and half
international chapters, were linked together as
prayer partners. The matches were made
either per request or through prayerful dis-
cernment from our international committee. A
letter and e-mail was sent to each of the 38
chapters with contact information and a
request to write to each other with chapter
information and prayer requests. We also
requested that the National Office be updated
by contacting the International Chair, Deborah
Ajakaiye, or the International Secretary, Joan
Engskow. (So far, | have had enthusiastic
confirmations from seven chapters with the
hope of hearing soon from all.)

Daughters and friends in Guantanamo, Cuba

The prayer partnership program officially
began on September 1 when the first pack-
ages were mailed out out to participating
National and International Chapters. Each
package contained a formal introduction of
the program and information as to linking
with each Chapter’s respective partner. By
now 21 International Chapters from all over
the world have been paired with National
Chapters, and we hope to continue to pair any
other interested Chapters in this program as
soon as we receive their requests.

We would like to thank all Chapters that
sent requests for their time and patience in
seeing this program come to fruition and trust
that the Lord may use this wonderful adven-
ture to increase our communication and
strengthen our ties with our sisters all over
the world towards the extension of His
kingdom.

This “prayer partnership” will be a
wonderful avenue towards being connected to
Daughters all over the world, by prayer,
sharing of ideas for service, and evangelism.
It might also be an exciting future goal to one
day meet together at a Triennial.

Please consider prayerfully joining your
chapter to this group by letting Deborah or
myself know of your intent, and we will pair
you with another chapter.

The original 19 pairs are listed on the
following page.

All for His Sake,
Joan Engskow
International Secretary

The Royal Cross, Vol. 73(3)



International Prayer Partners:

1. Trinity Chapter, Trinity Episcopal & St. Mary Anglican Church, Ayifua Chap-
Church, Pine Bluff, AR ter, Cape coast, Ghana

2. St. Theresa Chapter, St. Martin & Cathedral Buen Pastor Jr. Chapter, San
Church, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Pedro Sula, Honduras

3. St. Brigid Chapter, St. Antony’s & New chapter ?, Siguatepeque, Honduras
Episcopal Church, Silverdale, WA.

4. Mary Magdalene Chapter, Granville, & St. Esther Chapter, Kasamba Parish, Thale
NC LEA School, Malawi

5. St. Julian of Norwich Chapter, St. & Porto Alegre, Brazil
Paul’s by the Sea, Jacksonville, FL

6. St. Catherine’s Chapter, All Saint’s & Machakow Diocesan Chapter, Machakos,
Church, Austin, TX Kenya

7. St. David’s Chapter, Cocoa Beach, & Berea Theological College, Nakura,
FL Kenya

8. St. Mary’s Chapter, Hancock, NY & St. Luke’s Cathedral Chapter, Jos, Plateau

State, Nigeria

9. Divine Mercy Chapter, St. John’s & St. Andrew Chapter, Jinja, Uganda
Episcopal Church, Fort Worth, TX.

10. Faith Chapter, Calvary Episcopal & St. Anthony Anglican Church, Duhicwa-
Church, Fletcher, NC on Offin, Ghana

11. St. Mary the Virgin Chapter, Christ & St. John the Baptist Chapter, Toa Baja,
Church Episcopal, St. Mary, GA Puerto Rico

12. Diocese of Ga, (? Chapter), Savan- & Inglesia Delaspifania Epifania, Dominican
nah, GA Republic

13. Trinity Cathedral Chapter, Shaker & Agape Chapter, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Heights, OH

14. St. Claire Chapter, St. Francis & St. Wilfrid’s Chapter, Pretoria, South
Church, Macon, GA Africa

15. St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Myrtle & St. Sauveur Church, Les Cayes, Haiti
Beach, SC

16. St. Agnes Chapter, St. Stevens & St. Esther Chapter, Ngogwe Parish,
Church, Oak Ridge, TN Mokomo, Uganda

17. St. Barabas Chapter, St. Martin’s & All Saints Cathedral Chapter, All Souls
Episcopal Church, Houston TX Church, Osun State, Nigeria

18. St. Mary the Virgin Chapter, St. & All Souls Chapter, All Souls Church,
Mary’s Episcopal Church, San Okinawa, Japan
Francisco, CA

19. St. John’s Chapter, St. John’s Episco- & All Soul’s Chapter, Santa Maria Episcopal

pal Church, Christiansted, St. Croiz,
The Virgin Islands

Church, Havana, Cuba

We would like to bring one representative from each of the countries that have international

DOK chapters to Triennial in July 2006. However, most of these chapters cannot manage the high
cost of a plane ticket to the US. It has been suggested that if each US chapter contributed at least

one dollar for each of its members we would have $20,000, enough to cover 15 round trip tickets
even from the most distant locations. Please consider making a chapter donation for this purpose.
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Honduras

Bettye, Donna, and Judy with other team members
in front of Iglesia de San Pedro

of this year’s Mission.

Three Daugh-
ters traveled to
Honduras in June
as members of the
Mountain of Hope
Medical Mission
team. Bettye
Dedman and
Donna Taylor,
both of St. Peter’s,
Lake Mary,
Florida, and Judy
Wimbish of Holy

Cross, Sanford served as Vacation Bible
School teachers. We were part of a 64-
member team dedicated to sharing the joy
and love of Jesus Christ with the people of
the remote mountain villages of Quince de
Enereo and Dos de Julio. We went in faith
and with a will to use our individual abili-
ties to meet the medical and spiritual needs
of the residents of these villages.

In 1990 the Rt. Rev. Leo Frade, then the
Episcopal Bishop of Honduras, requested
that a small team from St. Peter’s Church,
Lake Mary, travel to Honduras to plan for
and build a mission church in Quince de
Enereo. St. Peter’s answered the call and in
1991 Iglesia de San Pedro was dedicated.
Our team worshiped at the church on
Sunday, June 12, to celebrate the beginning

Daughters Serving God’s Children in

For the next five days Vacation Bible
School was held in the church. Our theme
was “I am God’s child and God’s child is
honest, obedient, patient, loving, and thank-
ful.” Each morning and afternoon the village
children would eagerly line up outside the
gate leading to the church. Children from the
ages of three to twelve would sing to open
each session. Following the singing a video in
Spanish pertaining to our theme would be
shown. At the conclusion of video the chil-
dren would be divided into three age groups
to do craft projects. The walls of the church
were soon resplendent with creative work!
There were sometimes challenges because of
the language barrier, but we worked with
purpose to serve the children for the glory of
God with our gifts and a loving spirit.

We began each day with a prayer circle of
team members and villagers held in front of
the Medical Clinic located across the street
from the church. The clinic was built by the
Mountain of Hope and opened its doors to the
first patients in 2001. Our team went with a
mission to provide medical-dental care to
many who had never seen a physician or
dentist, as well as to expand their spiritual
lives. The veterinary team provided care for
the animals so vital to the life of the villagers.
The primary non-medical project for this
year’s mission team was to plan, lay out,
trench, assemble and install over one and a
half miles of two-inch trunkline pipe for a
water distribution system designed to serve
each of the 107 homes in the two villages.
The villagers themselves laid over another
mile and a half of PVC to bring water to each
of their homes. This was a critically important
project to provide fresh, drinkable water to all
the homes in the two villages.

As Daughters, God has planted in our
hearts that we are to serve Him. We are
forever blessed that it was our opportunity to
share with the children of Honduras God’s
gift of love to us in His son Christ Jesus.
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Seeing God Through the Storm:

Introduction

Council Member Doris Bradley lives in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, well inland from the coast. But even there
Katrina struck with terrifying force, the worst inland
hurricane they have experienced.

Doris Bradley had large trees on her property that
blew down in the storm.When Katrina first reached
Hattiesburg one tree struck the kitchen roof in the early
evening. Later a second tree started a leak that flooded a
ceiling light fixture until it broke loose and crashed on
the floor. Doris mopped up the water and had placed
buckets and pans strategically to catch the leaks when a
third tree fell, and this time tore a hole in the kitchen
ceiling. A pressure cooker in which they had stored
drinking water was smashed, leaving Doris and her sister
with only half a gallon of water. By morning they could
see broken limbs and downed trees everywhere, some
blocking their driveway. “It was a strange feeling,”
Doris said, to be completely cut off: no car, no tele-
phone, no electricity, no water. One of her neighbors
had a gas-fired grill, so they took some of their thawing
food over there and shared it. It was seven days before
they got water, three and a half weeks before they got
electricity, and four weeks before telephone service
returned (and then it went out again for several more
weeks). Here are her reflections on her experience:

Work gloves in hand, Alabama Daughter Jan Sidorovich
stands in front of debris from ruined buildings in Ocean
Springs, Mississippi. She assisted an elderly couple
there while working with the Lutheran-Episcopal Disaster
Relief Center.

Fall 2005

A Meditation by Doris Bradley

El Shaddai—God Almighty, Elohim—God Mighty
Creator, and El Roi—the God who sees me—these and
other names of God express our sense of who God is at
different times in our lives. As Katrina roared through
Mississippi, it was evident that God’s power is yet
greater—God Almighty, EI Shaddai. After the storm
passed, a rose bloomed amidst the downed limbs and
debris, and then another emerged—God is still Elohim,
the mighty Creator. As the sun shone on a world in chaos
without water, power, phones, or gasoline, while our
food spoiled in freezers, we wore dirty clothes, and
wondered what to do next, El Roi—God who sees me—
was ever present.

We live 70 miles north of the Gulf and did not
expect Katrina to have a major impact on our lives.
Indeed she did not damage us compared to the devasta-
tion on the Gulf Coast. Katrina hit with a storm surge 80
miles wide and close to 30 feet high, destroying every-
thing in her path. So much disappeared—highways,
streets, bridges, water treatment plants, docks, ports,
boats, casinos, and churches. Five of the Episcopal
Churches on the Gulf Coast were destroyed or severely
damaged. The only thing left of the Church of the
Redeemer in Biloxi was the plaque to the survivors of
the 1969 hurricane Camiile. Our DOK Fall Assembly
had been scheduled to meet there on Sept. 17. It was
cancelled. People worshiped in the open air, standing on
sites once covered by beautiful churches, and realized
that people are the church—not the buildings. God is
present and the resilient spirit of the people is amazing.
Some tell their stories, some listen, and everyone tries to
believe that today is better than yesterday and tomorrow
will be better than today.

“It’s amazing what can happen if you just put your
arm around somebody. It’s the truest and simplest thing
that does the most good a lot of times,” said actress Julia
Roberts, who helped Hurricane Katrina evacuees at a
shelter in Birmingham, Alabama. This is true in many
situations, and not just for evacuees. So put your arms
around those in need, whisper a prayer in their ear, and
walk with us as we try to find some things familiar and
“normal.” Thank you for your prayers, your notes, your
love, and your faith that we will be okay.
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Carlene Riley, Carli,
and Evana
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Extraordinary Encounters FHS

Monroe, Louisiana

Carlene Riley,
Province VII DOK
President, isa
registered nurse
married to the
rector of Grace
Church, one of four
Episcopal churches
in Monroe, Louisi-
ana. One of the
four, St. Alban’s,
offered shelter to
Katrina evacuees.

Carlene writes:
“On August 29 |
entered St. Alban’s
Episcopal Church
in Monroe to find almost 90 evacuees from
the New Orleans and Mississippi Gulf coast.
As soon as | looked around I knew we had
people with medical needs. | went home to
get my stethoscope and blood pressure cuff.
When | returned to the church, | set up a
triage center and found a pregnant, Hondu-
ran lady, who spoke no English, who was in
serious trouble.” The lady’s 9-year-old
niece, who spoke both Spanish and English,
said the baby was due in 9 days. Carlene
also discovered several brittle diabetics
without insulin or equipment to test their
blood sugars; cardiac patients without any
medications; patients with hypertension,
again with no medication; an autistic child
that had numerous special needs; an infant
with a congenital heart condition who
required a cardiac monitor 24/7 with
specific interventions if needed; and two
individuals with renal problems, one on
dialysis. In addition, shock, fear, and
exhaustion had affected nearly everyone.

That night she called a physician;
together, they began to work as hard as
possible to secure medications, hospital
rooms and office appointments for each of
these patients.

Carlene says the entire month of Sep-
tember is a total blur. Almost immediately

her husband, Episcopal priest and National
Guard chaplain Rev. Colonel Greg Riley, was
called up to supervise other National Guard
Chaplains in the New Orleans area. Carlene
would go to work, go to the shelter, and
return home exhausted. Still, she felt guilty at
having a home and all the ordinary comforts
we take for granted.

She became aware she had support:
“With just one call to the National Office, all
the DOK in the Monroe area, the entire
United States and abroad were mobilized. We
were not only covered in prayer, but also
received food, medications, transportation,
clothes, housing, water, toys, coloring books,
baby sitters, reading material, and translators,
and on and on. Daughters sent clothing that
still had the store tags attached. Only our
Almighty God has such marvelous compas-
sion and power!” To date, more than $6000
dollars and numerous care packages have
come into the hurricane relief fund at Grace
Church from almost every Province in the
USA. Carlene also received e-mails from all
over the globe. “One that | will always
cherish,” she says, “was from one of our new
Daughters in training in Jerusalem.”

Among those who received shelter at St.

&) H
In front: Carlene Riley with Muslim friend; standing
on the left is DOK Kathy Gardner; DOK Sharon
Haddad is on the right
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Alban’s were a couple of Muslim cab drivers
with their families. They spoke little English,
and initially were alarmed at being in a
Christian church in a strange place. But they
received care just like everyone else, and
began to marvel. One evening Carlene was
trying to enter the parish hall at St. Alban’s
with four plastic leaf bags full of clothing that
had been donated. One of the Muslim
women touched her shoulder and asked,
“More?” *“Yes, more!” Carlene answered.
The woman then asked an Egyptian Christian
in Arabic, “Is this what Christianity is
about?” He assured her that Christians do this
because they follow Christ.

“I think this is the hardest thing | have ever
done, and the most rewarding,” Carlene says.

On Labor Day, the Honduran lady
delivered a beautiful baby girl and named her
Angelina. “When | went to the hospital to see
her, our translator informed me that the
mother’s name was Carlena. | burst into tears
and the translator said that Carlena was afraid
she had offended me. When he explained to
her that my name was also Carlene, she and |
cried together. It was a moment | will never
forget. God certainly has a sense of humor!”

Gulf Coast, Mississippi

Sylvia James, DOK President of the
Diocese of the Gulf Coast, reports that a
number of Daughters there have been in-
volved in delivering food, cleaning supplies,
water, and ice to Bayou La Batre, a fishing
village that was flattened by Katrina. She
estimated about 2000 people were homeless
there, living in tents or condemned housing.
Banks were destroyed, schools and the city
hall wrecked. Gas stations, electric and water
utilities were not functioning, so it was hard
to go anywhere, cook food, or stay clean. The
Mission of Hope International, a Wesleyan
church in the village, has been organizing
teams of relief workers and distribution of
supplies as they come in. Episcopalians and
other volunteers from churches pray with the
Wesleyans and sometimes with families that
come in for help. A doctor has remained,
holding a small medical clinic. He sees a lot
of children with stomach and respiratory
problems. Every time the Gulf Coast team
brought supplies, about two or three hundred
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families would come by to receive boxes of
food. The majority are Vietnam-
ese immigrants, lacking skills
other than fishing and without
relatives elsewhere who could
take them in. They usually do not
have insurance to cover their
losses. In early October, people
were still coming into the shelter
there.

Sylvia is a member of St.
Peter’s by the Sea in Bon Secour,
but other volunteers have come
from all over the coastal area.
Other chapters involved in the
relief effort include the Holy Spirit

Chapter, the Ruth Chapter in & ‘

Robertsdale, and St. Mary Daughter Bunny Munoz helping to

Magdalene in Foley. The Episcopal pack baby items at the Wesleyan
priest coordinating in Ocean ghU’ChLd'sé”?U“on center in
Springs, Mississippi, is Fr. Ken ayou La bafre.

Cumbie.

With the exception of St. John’s in
Ocean Springs, all the Episcopal church
buildings near the Mississippi coast were
severely damaged or destroyed. There were
DOK chapters in five of those churches.

For more details, check the News page
on the DOK website [www.dok-
national.org], the Mississippi diocesan
website or the Katrina prayer request page
[http://home.jam.rr.com/mskatrinaprayers/]
compiled by Mississippi DOK President
Pamela Leonard. Linda Van’s prompt posting
of news about Daughters and churches on the
coast and Pamela Leonard’s creative use of
e-mail and websites proved extremely helpful
in the aftermath of the storm.
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¢ et
Daughter Claire Niebuhr, second from the right, worked
in Ocean Springs, Mississippi at the Lutheran-Episcopal
Disaster Response Center.
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Stepping Out In Faith

Note: This story comes form Sylvia Little, a Daughter in the
Mary & Martha Chapter in South Bend, Indiana. Her
husband is the Rt. Rev. Ed Little, Bishop of the Northern
Indiana Diocese.

It was really an adventure for me, going off by
myself to join up with the American Red Cross. | am
amazed that | managed well in a variety of settings ( |
slept in three different places, each time around
different folks, all communal-type settings). | also ate
food that was designed for a shelter. This kind of
flexibility is not a normal choice or experience for me;
but, again, God’s grace was with me. | felt graced by
the Lord’s presence in a special way the first night
when my roommate was

in line for food and supplies; many shared their stories
with me quite freely, appearing relieved to do so.
When | arrived the staff was pretty burned out from
dealing with the complaints, but they soon noted a
change. | suppose that years of working with court-
ordered clients helped me be very adept at hearing
complaints!

One man became increasingly volatile as he spoke
with me and | tried to calm him; at one point he men-
tioned “some guy from the river might come here one
of these days with a gun...” | had to assess if this was a
threat, if his frustration was nearing a violent point, or
if he was just speculating about someone else, in light

of his own frustration and

obviously a lovely, warm,
Christian lady from North
Carolina! We had hoped
to room together again but
alas, that was not to be. |
felt sad not to have her
last name or address.
Then, to my amazement,
as | was leaving on my
last day, literally “bags in
hand,” an elevator opened
and there she was! | call times like this “God’s foot-
prints,” for they remind me so often of His presence
and | treasure such special gifts.

I was also amazed at the wonderful gift of hospi-
tality of the Baptists in the Rita area: these folks first
sheltered survivors of Katrina, then shortly after that
they had to evacuate. Upon returning they immediately
turned their facility into a shelter once again, this time
for their own community. Their facility had a large gym
where we set up food distributrition and a few remain-
ing refugees, several large rooms (where we slept), two
bathrooms with 3 toilets and 4 showers in each, and a
full instutional-sized kitchen. There was a generator
running most of the time as power was not yet restored.
Many of their members had not yet returned yet they
carried on and had lovely worship and praise.

At the shelter in Deweyville, Texas, my role was to
greet folks coming in to sign up for Red Cross debit
card money and calm down the ones who
were distraught about problems in the system, while
assessing them informally for deeper psychological
problems. I also spent time with people as they waited
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Sleeping quarters for the Red Cross Team

anger. For some reason |
ended up sharing with him
the fact that in such tough
times I find | can hang on to
my faith in God, and this
helps me; | asked him if he
had any such resource, to
which he replied, firmly,
“Well, if it weren’t for ‘the
man upstairs’ | don’t know
what 1I’d do!” This brief part
of the conversation seemed to help put him back in
touch with his own resources, as well as creating a
common bond between us. | felt a lessening of the
tension (in both of us!) and he went off smiling to meet
with the person to work on his forms. When | saw him
later in line for food, he was still smiling. Praise God!

I heard many impressive stories of folks handling
very heavy burdens amazingly well. As one woman
began to describe the damage that made their home
unlivable, she said that she was glad she had thought of
purchasing a travel trailer a couple years ago; all they
had needed now was to build a ramp so her son could
get his wheelchair up onto it. It turned out that 2 years
ago her 14-year-old son had broken his neck in a diving
accident and was paralyzed! How | admire her strength
and resilience; rather than complain, she was taking
one step at a time.

Many times | noticed the Lord’s presence in small
and large ways; | know the prayer support was there. It
seems when | take that big step of faith, God takes over
the rest. Upon my return | learned that the Diocese of
Mississippi is seeking ways to help folks there (many
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displaced and unemployed clergy, their families, and
others etc.) with stress symptoms that are only beginning
to become apparent. That Diocese is trying to set up a
counseling center to be staffed by counselors, therapists,
pastors from around the country, each staying “a week or
two.” | suspect that will be my next calling and | will
certainly learn a lot. Amazing, too, how all this came
about so soon after | resigned from my job and we seem
to be making ends meet without my check.

So, you see that my experience of going forth in
faith seems to have born fruit, and yes, | hope to go
again.

Daughters need to know also that there continues to
be HUGE need in the areas of Katrina (Mississippi,
especially; | understand that Louisiana is still not up and
running enough to have much more help come in). Folks
are going from Lutheran and Episcopal churches from
around the country weekly to assist in the clean-up and
help in the shelters. It is important that we not lose sight
of the fact that rebuilding this area and the residents' lives
will take decades... Our presence is encouraging. Our
prayers are essential. It's so easy to lose sight of it as we
don't hear so much on the news. Some of our Bishops'
spouses are gathering gift cards from stores such as
WalMart, to send to the spouses in the affected dioceses,
so they can see that needy families (especially displaced
clergy families with no home, no job, etc.) can purchase
new items of their choosing. Any DOKSs who want to
learn more about this are welcome to contact me.

FHS, Sylvia Little

Province 1V Retreat

Province 1V held its Board Meeting and 75th Retreat
at Lake Kanuga in North Carolina from October 3-7. No
one from the the Louisiana or Mississippi Dioceses was
able to attend, but they were much prayed for. Other
Dioceses pledged to contribute $6000 towards relieving
sisters in need.

“All Who Are in Christ: A Consideration of the
Communion of Saints” was the theme of the week’s
teachings from the Rev. Gil Crosby, Rector of St. Francis
of Assisi Episcopal Church in Tallahassee. He reviewed
with those present what the Bible and the prayerbook
have to say about the identity and significance of the
saints and directed attention to some women saints--one
of them a Daughter of the King.

The Rt. Rev. Bill Skilton inspired and challenged the
Daughters in Meditations each day, and participants
were able to choose from several practical workshops on
two afternoons. The healing service and the memorial
service, as always, were highlights of the week.
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Sanctuary of St. Paul's New Orleans, after Katrina

From the Diocese of
Louisiana

In the weeks immediately after Katrina Daughters
in Province 1V tried to get in touch with Julie Slicho,
DOK President of the Diocese of Louisiana, but at first
they could not locate her. Her home was in Metairie,
near New Orleans. Finally, early in October, news came
through. Julie and her son had evacuated to Texas and
stayed with her brother-in-law there. Her husband is a
New Orleans Police Sergeant, so he had stayed on duty
in the ravaged city. Because he was nearby, he was able
to clean their house on his days off. So when Julie and
Robby returned home after five weeks in Texas, the
house was livable.

Julie’s home church was St. Paul’s, in New Orleans.
She wrote, “I know that St. Paul’s had water (about six
feet) so it will be awhile before I can go to my home
church.” (Other New Orleans Episcopal churches with
DOK chapters are St. Andrews and St. Anna’s.)

Lynn Mitchum, a Daughter from St. Peter's, Bon Secour,
Alabama, helping to sort clothes at a relief center in Biloxi,
Mississippi
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A Song Contest---
Calling All Juniors!

Juniors! Begin preparing for a fantastic Triennial
Retreat in Orlando, Florida. To get you started we will
have a contest in keeping with our theme, “The Many
Names of God.” Your assignment is to find as many
songs as you can that have the names of God in
them. The more names in the song the better! Let’s see
who can find the most names.

The rules:

¥ You must submit your list by May 31.

¥ Your entry must include the artist(s) and writer’s
name(s), along with the words (lyrics).

¥ Be sure to include your name, address, your
chapter, and your age.

" Send them to Mrs. Lera L. Doneghy, National
Junior Daughters of the King Chair, 3307 Edgevale Rd.,
Toledo, OH 43606.

If you have questions feel free to call me at 419-534-
2048. We will have a committee that will review all
submissions. When you come to Triennial please bring a
CD, tape, or the recording of the song. If it is a hymn
you will need the book title, year it was published and a
copy of the song(s).

Prizes are being gathered as | write this to you. So
get started!!

This should really be fun and a learning experience
at the same time. As you begin your search, open your
ears, open your hearts and minds to the wonders of all
that God has in store for you.

Looking forward to hearing from you!

THS
Lera L. Doneghy

Hey, how does it taste?
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A Note To Directresses

First let me thank
you for all that you are
doing in bringing young
women to learn, study,
and grow in love while
learning about Our
Lord. I know that at
times you may have
problems in finding
things to do with the
girls, or perhaps in how
to handle different
situations, but please
take time to call either
your Chapter President, Diocesan President, Province
President or me, your National Juniors Chair. Recently |
have received names of a number of Junior Chapters that
have disbanded and | had been unaware that there may
have been a problem. Please do not get to this point—
contact any of those persons | noted. We really want to
extend a helping hand so that chapters may thrive and
grow. We are here to help.

My prayers are with you as you continue to minister
to our young people.

May God bless you as you continue to serve Him.

Lera Doneghy, Laurie Ann
Herman, Gerry Sweeting, and
Joan Engskow want to
encourage directresses

FHS
Lera L. Doneghy, National Juniors Chair

Lera meets with Junior leaders in Florida.
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News from
Junior
Daughters

Juniors Active in Trinity Parish, St.
Augustine

Jouana Jordan,
Rebekah
Leonard, Carice
Parker and Taryn
Greene baked
cookies for the
Jr. DOK table at
the parish Rally
Day.

Members of
the Sts. Mary
and Martha
Chapter of
Junior Daughters
of the King at
Trinity Parish,
St. Augustine,
Florida have
been turning
handkerchiefs
into "Bless You Angels" that the clergy deliver to the
hospitalized and shut-in. At one of this year's meetings,
a member of the parish taught us to sign our motto in
the language for the deaf. Pictured with angels are
members of the chapter, Taryn Greene, Carice Parker,
Rebekah Leonard, and chapter president, Jouana Jordan.

Taryn Greene, Carice Parker, Rebekah
Leonard, and chapter president Jouana
Jordan
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Historic Junior DOK Event!

On August 13
at the 6:00 PM
Mass, Father Tom
Rafferty, National
Roman Catholic
Chaplain, instituted
the Little Daugh-
ters of the Good
Shepherd Junior
Chapter at Down Home Ranch. The service was held at
St. Justin Martyr Catholic Community in Houston,
Texas. Kathryn Wohnoutka, National Roman Catholic
Representative, presented the charter to Sharon
Lundgren, National President and Jr. Directress of the
new chapter.
This is the first
Junior chapter
located at a
special needs
facility. Down
Home Ranch is
a very special

Junior Daughters admitted

place where

special adults { !

can live Y Yoiih

productive Analiesa Salazar, Jacquelyn Lee, and
lives. Trisha Obinyan with Kathryn Wohnoutka.

The Little Daughters Chapter members, Heidi Mann
and Kelly Horton, were presented their crosses along
with three new members of St. Justin’s Grace Junior
Chapter, Analiesa Salazar, Jacquelyn Lee, and Trisha
Obinyan. Judy Horton, founder of Down Home Ranch
and long time DOK, will be serving as President of the
new chapter. A cake and punch reception followed the
special Mass.

The girls
also enjoyed
an afternoon
of games,
meditations on
the Holy Spirit
and crafts.
George
Wohnoutka
provided a
smoked turkey
and Texas style
brisket for
dinner, when their families and Senior DOKs joined the
Juniors. Congratulations to our newest Junior Daughters!

Judy Horton, Heidi Mann, Kelly Horton,
and Sharon Lundgren
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Around the Provinces . ..

Province 1 Province 2

Alpha Chapter in Vermont Bishop Welcomes Julia Chapter

y

- Ml ol - \
L-r: Christine Hemenway, Norma Sposta, Phyllis Larson, Toni
MacPherson, Donna Abramov, Winnie Grace, The Rev. Alan
Gibson, Jean Donaghey, and Felicity Littlepage.

Alpha Chapter, of Trinity Church in Rutland,
Vermont, received Toni McPherson (front center) into
their chapter on September 18. They also held a Quiet
Day on December 10.

Province 3

Virginia Assembly Installs Officers

' g

Lower step: Nancy Mahar, Gail Garson; next step: Amy
Maggs, Janet Pappa; 3rd step, Madelynne Marshall,
Christine Wickman, and the Rev. John Thorpe, curate; D. J.
Cassidy, Kathy Marshall-Polite; and in back, the Rev. Paul J
Hartt, Rector, and the Rt. Rev. David Bena, Bishop Suffragan
of the Diocese of Albany

In September the Julia Chapter was instituted at St.
L-r: Beverley Allison, outgoing Diocesan President; Treasurer, ~ Peter’s Church in Albany, New York with great joy.

Ann McCracken; Sheryl Sims, Corresponding Secretary; Madelynne Marshall, President of Province I, pre-
Emily Thrasher, President Elect; the Rev. Alexander sented the charter and Bishop Bena admitted the new
MacPhail, who conducted the installation service; and Sarah Daughters’ Amy Maggs and Nancy Mahar. The third
Hardy, Recording Secretary. charter member is Christine Wickman, who was

In September the Diocese of Virginia’s Fall Assem- previously a member of St. Teresa of Avila. The
bly was held at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Alexan- Diocesan Vice Presidient, Janet Pappa, represented the
dria, Virginia (The Rev. John A. Weatherly, Rector). Daughters of the Albany Diocese, along with a repre-
Officers elected for the 2006-2009 term (pictured above)  sentative from St. Edward’s chapter and the co-presi-
were installed. dents of St. Teresa of Avila.

22 The Royal Cross, Vol. 73(3)



Fall Conference in Washington, DC

The Fall Conference and Prayer Breakfast of the
Diocese of Washington was hosted by St. Ann’s Chapter
on October 15, and led by Diocesan President Keeva
Harmon. The Rev. Canon John Harmon spoke on
“Servanthood” at Atonement Episcopal Church. Partici-
pants included members from Elizabeth Chapter, St.
George’s Chapter, Dorcas Chapter, St. Luke’s Chapter,
Josephine Bakhita Chapter, and St. Mark’s, Alexandria.

Mt. Gilead Chapter Instituted

[ | ,
Charter members of Mt. Gilead Chapter with their guests from
area chapters.

Beverley Allison, Province 111 President Elect,

presented the Mount Gilead Chapter Charter at St.
John’s Church, in Centreville, Virginia, on October 23.
Officers in the new chapter are Jo Chandler, President;
Jane Garrell, Vice-president; Anna Bower, Treasurer;
and Cathy Pearon, Chaplain. The Rev. Dr. Howard
Kempsell, Rector, received each new Daughter, includ-
ing: Beth Scoot, Audrey Dutton, Pat Peacock, and
Cheryl Riccardi.

F CORRECTION

In the summer issue of The Royal Cross the rector of
the Church of the Redeemer in Houston was mistakenly
identified in a caption on p. 27 as Craig Williams. His
name is the Rev. Craig Morgan.
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Aquia Chapter Chartered

The Aquia Chapter with the Rev. Cuthbert Mandell

On the crisp sunny fall day of November 13, Aquia
Episcopal parish celebrated the receipt of their charter
and the institution of their new chapter in the Order of
the Daughters of the King. New members Christine
Bowie, April Baily, Becky Patton-Dixon, Patricia
Springer, Heather Stefl and Katrina Wahl took their
vows. Candace Allshouse had led them through the
Order’s preparation study. Beverley Allison, Diocese of
Virginia President, presented the charter and crosses. In
addition, Candace and Dennise LaBarre were recon-
firmed by the Rev. Cuthbert H. Mandell, Rector of
Aquia Episcopal Church.

DOK officers and members from St. Mark’s,
Alexandria; Christ Church, Gordonsville; and Truro
joined the Aquia Chapter in celebrating the institution of
their new chapter. The Aquia Chapter plans to serve
women in prison, women who have been abused, and
those living in homeless shelters. Prospective chapter
members have already sponsored Operation Christmas
Child, preparing shoe boxes of gifts for children af-
fected by the hurricanes this fall

Louise B Keyes Chapter in Alexandria

The nine members of the Louise B. Keyes Chapter at
Meade Memorial Church in Alexandria remember with
thanksgiving the extraordinary life of their founder.

Mrs. Louise B. Keyes passed away on Oct. 19 at the age
of 102.

Recently the chapter hosted other churches that are
collecting cell phones intended to help women protect
themselves against violence.
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